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NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Robin Baum at 440-392-7428
STERIS CORPORATION HOSTS STERILIZATION FORUM
Class 6 emulating indicator technology and related guidance are the topics of discussion
MENTOR, OHIO – November 4, 2008 – STERIS Corporation invited leading sterile processing professionals and experts from the United States and Canada to discuss the new Class 6 chemical indicators for steam sterilization. Topics of discussion at the first Sterilization Forum in Cleveland, Ohio included the capabilities and application of Class 6 chemical indicators, an explanation of the technology itself, and the potential for future guidelines that will reference their use. Presentations were also made by early adopters of the new technology.
“Class 6 chemical indicators, specifically, Verify® SixCess® Challenge Packs, continue to be tested in real-world hospital environments in the United States,” said Stephen Loes, vice president of marketing for STERIS. “Their performance and the productivity and safety benefits that were documented during testing have led a number of sterile processing managers to incorporate them into their sterility assurance programs for steam sterilization load monitoring. We felt it was time to bring sterile processing thought leaders together to discuss the technology, express their thoughts and concerns, and hear from some of these new Class 6 users. We were very pleased with the free exchange of opinions and knowledge that occurred.” 
The Sterilization Forum agenda included presentations on steam sterilization mechanics and validation, the Class 6 emulating ink technology and the science behind it, and current regulatory perspectives on the establishment of the Class 6 category and the Verify SixCess emulating indicators specifically.
To wrap up the session, an expert panel of US users and clinical professionals addressed the questions of attendees along with experts from STERIS. The user experts discussed how they tested the Class 6 challenge pack, documented the results, established policies and procedures that incorporated the new technology, and justified the use of Class 6 technology to the risk management and supply chain departments at their hospitals. They included:

· Patrick Burdick, RN, MBA, CNOR, CRCST, manager of Central Sterile Processing at Mount Carmel Surgical Hospital, New Albany, Ohio. Burdick worked in the perioperative arena for more than13 years, in civilian and US Army settings; and as a Central Sterile Processing manager for four years.
· Richard P. Blasko, MBA, CRCST, director of Materials Management, Clinical Processing and Patient Transport at Robinson Memorial Hospital in Ravenna, Ohio. Blasko has over 17 years of experience in sterile processing and has been an IAHCSMM certification instructor for more than six years.
· Susan Pfeifer, CRCST, CSPD manager at MeritCare Health System in Fargo, North Dakota. Pfeifer has 17 years of experience in sterile processing and is responsible for providing system-wide leadership and direction for the processes governing instrument processing and sterilization.
A fourth expert, Virginia Kennedy, RN, MS, CIC, principal at Infection Prevention & Management Associates, sat on the panel to add her expertise to the discussion. Ginny has 29 years of experience in infection control. She currently provides consultation and support for full integration of infection prevention practices, and is a member of the Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) and the Association of Professionals in Infection Control (APIC).
Heide Ames, product manager for STERIS Corporation, commented, “We understand that the emulating indicator technology is a new concept for US users, although it’s been in widespread use around the world for over 15 years. Since STERIS was the first company to offer an FDA-cleared Class 6 product for the United States, we accept the responsibility of sharing information with infection prevention leaders and explaining how the emulating indicators work and why they allow immediate release of all steam-sterilized loads.* We intend to continue hosting this Sterilization Forum each year to allow professionals to come together, share knowledge, discuss issues and achieve best practices in sterile processing.”
* STERIS has published articles and released a new white paper to provide a deeper understanding of the Verify SixCess chemical indicator technology. Please visit http://www.steris.com/verify-sixcess/index.cfm for more reference materials.
About STERIS

The mission of STERIS Corporation is to provide a healthier today and safer tomorrow through knowledgeable people and innovative infection prevention, decontamination and health science technologies, products and services. The Company’s more than 5,000 dedicated employees around the world work together to supply a broad array of solutions by offering a combination of equipment, consumables and services to healthcare, pharmaceutical, industrial and government customers. The Company is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol STE. 
This news release may contain statements concerning certain trends, expectations, forecasts, estimates, or other forward-looking information affecting or relating to the Company or its industry that are intended to qualify for the protections afforded "forward- looking statements" under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 and other laws and regulations. Forward-looking statements speak only as to the date of this report, and may be identified by the use of forward-looking terms such as "may," "will," "expects," "believes," "anticipates," "plans," "estimates," "projects," "targets," "forecasts," and "seeks," or the negative of such terms or other variations on such terms or comparable terminology. Many important factors could cause actual results to differ materially from those in the forward-looking statements including, without limitation, disruption of production or supplies, changes in market conditions, political events, pending or future claims or litigation, competitive factors, technology advances, and changes in government regulations or the application or interpretation thereof. Other risk factors are described in the Company's Form 10-K and other securities filings. Many of these important factors are outside STERIS's control. No assurances can be provided as to any future financial results. Unless legally required, the Company does not undertake to update or revise any forward-looking statements even if events make clear that any projected results, express or implied, will not be realized. Other potential risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those in the forward-looking statements include, without limitation, (a) the potential for increased pressure on pricing that leads to erosion of profit margins, (b) the possibility that market demand will not develop for new technologies, products or applications, or the Company's business initiatives will take longer, cost more or produce lower benefits than anticipated, (c) the possibility that application of or compliance with laws, court rulings, regulations, certifications or other requirements or standards may delay or prevent new product introductions, affect the production and marketing of existing products, or otherwise affect Company performance, results, or value, (d) the potential of international unrest or effects of fluctuations in currencies, tax assessments or rates, raw material costs, benefit or retirement plan costs, or other regulatory compliance costs, (e) the possibility of reduced demand, or reductions in the rate of growth in demand, for the Company's products and services, and (f) the possibility that product launch and other expenses may be greater or customer acceptance of the product may not be achieved, or that, labor, competition, timing, execution, regulatory, governmental, or other issues or risks associated with the matters described in this release may adversely impact Company performance, results, or value.
####

Editor’s Note:  For additional product information or to speak to an expert from STERIS or our panel, please contact Robin Baum: 440-392-7428, robin_baum@steris.com, or visit www.steris.com.
